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Two Kinds of Cancer 
There are two kinds of cancer:  one is spiritual (sin) and the 
other is physical (the result of sin).  Everyone receives a sin 
nature at conception, i.e. the spiritual cancer.  The physical 
cancer that is one of many results of the Fall, resides in 
everyone’s body.  Depending upon their immune system’s 
ability to keep the cancer in check, they may or may not 
contract physical cancer.  

Fighting Cancer 
Long ago, God saved me from atheism and my wife from cultural 
Christianity and called us to fight the spiritual cancer with its only 
antidote:  the Gospel.  This call led us to the mission field for nine 
years and to most continents.  We have been doing that along 
with the RCM Team God gave to us for over 37 years.  

During this time God, in His infinite wisdom and grace, has shown 
much mercy to us in enabling Nancy and me, as well as others 
on the RCM team, to overcome many physical challenges—
health and otherwise.  We have all taken great comfort in God’s 
promise in Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope. That verse is complemented 
by Psalm 23:4,6:  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me...Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD for ever.

What great comfort it is knowing God superintends all things 
together for the good of His people (Romans 8:28).  Even now, He 
unfolds His perfect plan to carry out His will on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Part of that perfect plan for me now is to be blessed with 
a totally new health challenge.  We not only have the privilege 
of continuing our work in confronting spiritual cancer with the 
Gospel, but we now have the opportunity to fight physical cancer 
as well. 

I’ve waited to share this with the RCM Team at large because 
time was needed to confirm the diagnosis, determine the course 
of treatment, get things in order and see if it was working.  Then, 
I needed to feel well enough to write and publish this newsletter.  

Difficult and painful as such challenges are, God has enabled 
us to recognize them as exciting and marvelous opportunities 
to experience His grace in ways unable to be seen in less trying 
circumstances.  It is amazing that even while we walk by faith, 
God often gives us the encouragement of insights demonstrating 
His care and love during the trial.  What a comfort and blessing 
that is:  2 Corinthians 1:3-4.

SO WHAT IS GOING ON?
As many of you know who have followed our ministry, I 
have particularly faced a number of health challenges from 
1995 to the present.  The Lord has enabled me to overcome 
or manage all of these (heart blockages, diabetes, and atrial 
fibrillation, among others).  God has guided us through 
these issues to the extent that until recently I have not felt 
or looked better in the past 10 years than in the past year.

SO WHAT’S THE CHALLENGE?
For the last year or so, I had a very slight abdominal 
discomfort that would not go away.  So I insisted upon an 
abdominal scan thinking that it was likely my gall bladder.  
I received a CT scan and ultrasound of my abdomen in late-
February.  The results showed a large mass in my pancreas.  

After absorbing that news, the Lord providentially and 
quickly opened door after door to get further tests, a biopsy, 
and 2nd and 3rd opinions from several cancer specialty 
hospitals. Diagnosis? I have stage 3 inoperable pancreatic 
cancer (adenocarcinoma). That’s the bad news. The good 
news is that it has not metastisized/spread, and the tumor 
has shrunk 6% since starting chemo.  

Pancreatic cancer is one of the worst cancers.  Statistically, 
74% of people diagnosed with pancreatic cancer are dead 
in 1 year.  Only 6% live beyond 5 years.  Yet cancer free 
survivors do exist and I’ve talked personally to several.  
One thing they all have had in common was medical AND 
complementary non-medical therapies.  Additionally, all 
the doctors indicate that I’m in far better shape than most 
and thus have a better chance of being a survivor.  

You can see what I am up against humanly speaking and 
why we need your prayer.  But please do so knowing that 
this cancer was God’s plan for me/us and that He will 
use it to glorify Him.  With that said, it is our intention 
to operate on the assumption that I will survive by God’s 
grace, if and until God’s word and its promises, along with 
His providence, grace and consult from others, guide us in 
a different direction.  So, we decided to go to the top US 
Cancer Clinic—M. D. Anderson Cancer Clinic (MDACC) in 
Houston, Texas for the supervision of my treatment plan.
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After returning to Florida, we found a good naturopathic 
doctor and I began chemotherapy.  The side effects were not 
nice, but by the grace of God we are learning how to handle 
them.  Some days and times are better and others worse, but 
all are in the Lord’s hands and His grace has proven supremely 
sufficient. 

In late May we went again to MDACC in Houston for follow-
up labs and CT scans.  We were stunned, as was our oncologist 
that my pancreatic cancer markers fell 75% from 304 to 76.  
(Normal range is 0>25).  More importantly, the tumor itself 
shrank about 6% and the cancer continues to remain local to 
the pancreas.  A third trip to Houston just completed found 
that the tumor was stable (not growing or shrinking, but also 
not spreading).  The doc says this means the chemo has 
done what it can and we need now to move from chemo to 
radiation (perhaps plus some chemo). The battle is not over, 
but it has been a few good beginning rounds. 

Due to the superior experience and equipment available at 
MDACC, we have decided to do this next round of treatment 
there since complications with radiation where proximity to 
a good cancer hospital is advisable.  We are supposed to be 
there by Sept. 8 to start the program. 

As evidence that the battle is not over, I’m now having to 
deal with drug interactions. E.g. I had to take an ambulance 
to the hospital in July for what seemed to be a heart attack. 
As it turned out, it was a drug interaction between my heart 
medication and one of the chemo drugs causing me to get 
very bad atrial fibrillation.  Sadly, a side effect of chemo is that 
I now have atrial fibrillation again.  So, a different heart med 
(with many side effects) is now being used till the chemo is 
done. Then  I can go back on the old med and hopefully the 
atrial fibrillation will again be gone.  Much to keep track of.

Humanly speaking, this could not have come at a more 
difficult time, but it is these “impossible” situations that are 
ideal for God’s grace to shine forth.  I recently assumed the 
care-oversight of my mother and assist also with my sister’s 
care in Osage Beach, Missouri at a rehab and nursing hospital.  
My sister had been overseeing the care of my mother for 
years until my sister had a severe stroke and became right 
side paralyzed and unable to speak.  While my she is making 
remarkable progress, and has now qualified for an apartment 
at her rehab hospital, it will be a long time (if ever) before she 
is able to live on her own or take care of mom very well.  So, 
until now, we have been making quarterly trips to look after 
things.  

We are approaching this health matter and all these trials like 
all others:  God will see us through these for His glory no 
matter how it goes.  There is no challenge which He places 
before us through which He will not supply the needed grace 
and strength (1 Cor. 10:13).  But on that final note, God 
willing, I have every intention to survive this.  To that end we 
very much ask you to stand with us in prayer.  We expect 
prayer to be one of the most important means by which God 
will bring glory to Himself through this physical cancer and 
our response to it.

WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN TO THE MINISTRY?

The RCM Board was among the first to be informed of my 
diagnosis.  We then discussed our options if I am no longer 
able to continue as its director long-term.  If necessary, we 
might find someone else who can carry on the work of RCM 
or split the several ministries up and pass them on such that 
they will be carried on.  In any case, this process will be very 
useful assuming I survive.  The Lord is already providing 
answers to the question of transition which have been in the 
mill for some years.  As soon as we can be more specific, we 
will report to you.

AND IN THE MEANTIME?
In the meantime, to the extent possible, most of my major 
short term RCM responsibilities are being fulfilled, either 
by myself or someone else, though sometimes with delays.  
Some projects that I must personally handle are on hold till 
more time or help becomes available or I feel well enough to 
do them myself.   
 
We are moving forward on the premise that the Lord has 
greater things for RCM to do.  This includes YOU.  We 
already have plans in hand to update and upgrade our college 
and seminary program, as well as our doctoral program.  
Reprogramming and writing new Bible courses continues.  In 
the meantime, we will carry on to the best of our ability with 
your help and others to do the essential work.  My point is we 
are not shutting down or closing our doors or going on an 
extended sabbatical.  We are looking forward to and working 
towards the next generation of RCM should the Lord will it.  
Therefore, we encourage you to stand with us especially in 
prayer for us, but also in financial support of RCM’s work and 
personnel so that we may, by the grace of God, get through 
this period, overcome it and carry on with God’s plan for the 
future.  To carry on, we need your prayers and support that 
we may glorify God during this time.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE: 

 Our medical insurance has, so far, covered virtually all the 
medical expenses apart from the naturopathic, prescription 
co-pays and medical related travel expenses (none are 
cheap).  All of these expenses are covered, presently, from 
our personal retirement funds, not from RCM.  Therefore, 
be assured that your donations will be going to the normal 
expenses of RCM, unless designated by you otherwise, and 
not to any of our medical or insurance expenses. Funding 
needs remain for Revs. Rudy Poettcker and John Otis, so 
please include them in your prayers and financial gifts.

Geoffrey Donnan
NEWSLETTER CHANGES 

Since the majority of responsibilities for putting out our 
newsletter fall to me and since time available for me is now 
limited with no one to whom these responsibilities may be 
delegated, we will only send out a printed newsletter like 
this once or twice a year and only to supporting churches, 
donors, and committed prayer partners (without email).   We 
will also send out monthly, if not bi-weekly email updates 
without qualification.  I will be rather brief in the details of 
my cancer treatment lest I bore any who are not interested.  
But since many are regularly writing and/or calling wanting 
more details on my treatment, I will put out a special emailed 
newsletter specifically for those who wish to pray specifically 
for my treatment and its results.  See coupon to request the 
email Donnan Health newsletter.  This will be in addition to 
ministry related email updates.

IF YOU ARE A DONOR AND RECEIVE A PRINTED 
NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THEM.  
IF YOU WISH THE EMAILED UPDATES THAT DO NOT 
COME OUT IN PRINTED FORM, WE WILL SEND THEM 
TO YOU UPON REQUEST IN PRINTED FORM.  IF YOU 
ARE NOT A DONOR AND WANT A PRINTED VERSION 
OF THE EMAIL UPDATES, PLEASE REQUEST THEM ON P. 
3 COUPON.

The picture of Rev. & Mrs. Donnan on the front was taken 
just a few days ago.  Yes, Rev. Donnan is nearly bald, and 
quite thin.  These are but some of the temporary effects of 

chemotherapy, but he intends to recoup all after treatment.
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Update from Suriname — from Rev. Rudy Poettcker
Graduation at Christian Liberty Academy in Suriname (CLA) 
is always rather interesting.  So often it seems students 
suddenly realize it wasn’t so bad to be at CLA!  In the morning 
of graduation we have a general assembly where we give 
out awards in both Elementary and High School.  Grade 
6 students passing into Grade 7 (High School) receive a 
diploma, as do Grade 9 students for completing requirements 
of Grade 9.  There is a special award for being on the Honor 
Roll throughout the year.  In addition there are awards in each 
grade for attendance, most improved and best performance.  

Finally we also give cash 
prizes for the Romeo Career 
Award in memory of Romeo 
Arjun, who tragically died in 
an accident in 2009.  Romeo’s 
grandmother, “Aunty Joyce” 
(left) presents the award.  The 
students are encouraged to 
choose some career and then 
present themselves in dress 
and actions for what we call 
“Career Days.”  

This year two students really put themselves into the contest 
and were co-winners.  Daniel Bassoo (center) was a chef 
and also a salesman.  He did a great job of both (including 
some nice food he made!).  Kelly Yang (right) was an airline 
attendant for KLM and did a great job of an agent for KLM (I 
received tickets and boarding passes and flight instructions, 
etc.!).  It was a lot of fun!

Graduation was at 6 PM and went very 
well.  Rev. Hamid gave the graduation 
address on Mark 8:36. 

Please praise the Lord with us for 
another completed year at Christian 
Liberty Academy.  

The new school 
year at CLA has 
just begun.  Rev. 
Poettcker was there 
for the opening of 
school and teacher 
training.  There is 
waiting room only 
in most classes.  He 
returned August 31.

       NOTICE:

Rev. Rudy Poettcker is still in need of about $1500 per 
month short of what is needed.  Please keep these financial 
needs in prayer as well as his various responsibilities with 

RCM.

BOOK SALE
FREE SHIPPING on books

I wish to order 
 Qty.         Sale Price
____ By the Bible Alone  $19.99
____ For the Cause…     $19.99
____ Central Significance    $6.99
____ Ecclesiastical Catechism $5.99
____ Vital Questions          $9.99 
____        TOTALS           _______

Cut here to mail in coupon
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For the Cause of the Son of God by Dr. Wes Bredenhof 
The Missionary Significance of the Belgic Confession. An 
excellent resource to demonstrate that the Belgic Confession 
does not neglect evangelism and missionary outreach, quite 
the contrary.  
Retail $29,  SPECIAL  $19.99.

The Central Significance of Culture by Dr. Francis Nigel 
Lee. Discusses the Roots, Growth, Blossoming, Fruits 
and Harvesting of Culture from a Biblical perspective.   
Retail $8.99,  SPECIAL $6.99.

An Ecclesiastical Catechism of the Presbyterian Church by 
Dr. Thomas Smyth.  A catechetical approach to the subject 
of biblical church government.  This approach to church 
government is found in both Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches.  An excellent elder training for classes or 
individual study. Retail $7.99, SPECIAL $5.99.

Vital Questions by Dr. Philip Stott.  
Examines issues with enormous influence in shaping 
society's attitudes and the way it looks at life. Most people 
assume that the Big Bang, Relativity and Evolution are 
proven facts.  However, the evidence is flimsy and is 
taken to task biblically and scientifically.   Retail $15.60, 
SPECIAL $9.99.

Over the years, RCM has published some books.  Nevertheless, we have 
discovered that while we are good at publishing books, we are not good at 
marketing them.  Sadly, before we learned this, we built-up some overstock on 
the following books and are offering some really good deals.  Help us reduce 
our stock and enjoy some good reading.  (Sadly, the cost of shipping outside 

the U.S. is getting too high to include the cost 
in the free shipping mentioned below.  Non-
U.S. persons interested in any of these books 
should call for shipping estimates.)

By the Bible Alone by Dr. Stephen Westcott is 
an overview, introduction, and guide to John 
Owen's Puritan theology for modern readers 
and churches. It opens up and applies Owen's 
reprinted Works. The Puritan theology of 
John Owen is described as The Biblical and 
Reformational theology expressed by the 
greatest of all Puritan theologians and the 
purpose of this volume is to allow John Owen to 
lead the reader into a thorough understanding 
of that biblical faith, and equip him to face 

its challenges in contemporary society. The book supplies an entire Owenian-
Puritan biblical theology in outline.  The reader will vigorously reassess his own 
spiritual standing/motivation in light of true Christian theology!  
Normal retail $50, Special $19.99 (60% reduction).          

GREAT GIFT FOR PASTORS. 
Shipping by media mail is free within the U.S.  All orders from U.S. must be made on 

newsletter coupon for Free Shipping.  For all outside the U.S., call for shipping.


